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The following items of interest came up during the conversa- 
tions that Mr.' Thyden had during his orientation visit to 
Argentina. 

Mrs. Hebe de Bonafini 

President of the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo 

In the Mothers' headquarters on September 29, Mrs. Bonafini 
made these points: 

-- The Mothers have had no help from the U.S. in their 
struggle to find out what happened to their children who 
disappeared . 

-- It pains the Mothers to see how silent the Reagan Admini- 
stration has been on the subject of human rights in general, 
and missing persons in Argentina in particular. She cited the 
U.S. silence on the promulgation of the amnesty law on 
September 23 as an example, and called on the U.S. to 
denounce it. 


-- Maintaining good relations with the Argentine military 
has apparently been more important to the Reagan Administra- 
tion than promoting human rights. The Reagan Administration 
should think about the Argentine people, too. 

-- The Mothers are happy to see elections coming up and a 
change from a military to a civilian government, but they 
will continue to press their demands, no matter what kind 
of government there is, for: a return of the missing who 

are still alive, an accounting for those who are dead, and 
punishment of all those responsible for the disappearances 
and the deaths. She mentioned the disappearance last month 
of Ruben Alvarez (Intransigent Party candidate for the Salta 
Province Senate) as proof that disappearances have not 
ceased in Argentina. 


Mr. Thyden explained the Reagan Administration's human rights 
policy, especially its belief that quiet diplomacy is often 
more effective with governments such as Argentina's than 
public speeches. He also explained that 'even though the 
Reagan Administration may not always be able to do all that 
the Mothers would like, it wants the Mothers to know that </_ 
their concerns are considered by policymakers in Washington. 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan OPTIONA , rOR „ 


Minister Fernando Petrella 

Director of the North American Department 

Ministry of Foreign Relations 

Jose Mina 

First Secretary 

Country Officer for the U.S. 

Ministry of Foreign Relations 

In the Rio Alba restaurant on September 29 Petrella and 
Mina agreed on,' the following points: 

-- Most Argentines do not want investigations into the 
conduct of the war against subversion. With all the 
problems that the new civilian government will face, it 
should look to the future and not to the past. 

-- The human rights groups overestimate their strength and 
their support within Argentina. 

-- The U.S. can do the most good for Argentina by getting 
the Pentagon to review and revise the training courses that 
are given for military officers from Latin America, and 
when future training is given to Argentine officers again, 
seeing to it that they return to Argentina imbued with a 
mission of defending the country's borders against foreign 
enemies instead of looking under the rug for alleged 
communists and terrorists. 

When asked about the disappearance of Ruben Alvarez, Mina 
could offer no explanation why anyone would want to kidnap 
Alvarez . 


Dr. Emilio Mignone 

President of the Center for Legal and 
Social Studies (CELS) 

Dr. Augusto Conte 
Vice President of CELS 

In CELS headquarters on September 29 Mignone and Conte 
agreed on the following points: 

-- The U.S. Embassy overestimates the political 
power of the -Argentine military. 

-- CELS will continue to seek trials of all those respon- 
sible for disappearances and murders, whether the mili- 
tary likes it or not. 

--They believe that the military will not be able to stop 
the Judicial Branch from functioning under a civilian 
government, and pointed to the judges in this military 
government who have already declared the amnesty law null. 

-- They also believe, however, that it will be difficult to 
prove many of the cases against the military in court, 
because of lack of evidence, much of which, they assume, 
the military have already destroyed or are in the process 
of destroying now. 

-- The climate of fear in Argentina persists, but is less 
now than at any time in recent years and continues to 
decrease. As a result, more people are stepping forward 
to tell their stories about disappearances, secret con- 
centration camps, etc. 

-- Disappearances have not ceased, as seen this year by the 
cases of Osvaldo Cambiaso, Pereira Rossi, and Ruben Alvarez. 

-- The U.S. policy of the past year (of quiet diplomacy) 
has been a big mistake, and the people of Argentina resent 
it. 


Conte also pointed out how important the external debt issue 
is, because of its considerable ramifications. He said that 
the U.S. Government could really help Argentina by convinc- 
ing U.S. banks to be reasonable and to renegotiate the terms 
of repayment so that Argentina would be able to repay its 
debts and get the country's economy going again. 

Mr. Thvden explained that the Reagan Administration believed 
that quiet diplomacy is not as ineffective as Mignone and 
Conte implied, and that the Reagan Administration supports 
the return to democracy in Argentina (and other countries) 
as the best protection of human rights in the future. 


Guillermo Lazcano Quintana 
Undersecretary of the Interior 
Ministry of the Interior 

In his office on September 29 Dr. Lazcano Quintana made 
the following points: 

-- State of Siege: The military GOA is considering three 

options: (1) no lifting; (2) temporary lifting (24-48 

hours) to cover the election date; (3) unconditional 
lifting before October 30. The first is bad--holding an 
election with constitutional guarantees legally suspended 
violates the constitution (he didn’t say it would allow 
the losers later to say legality of the election is in 
question). The second is likely- -there is precedent; 
state of siege was in effect just prior to the elections 
of 1963 and 1973. It was temporarily lifted to hold the 
balloting and then reimposed and left to the incoming 
civilians to lift the ban, which they did. That would 
seem to eliminate (3) as a possibility. 

-- PEN Prisoners: Right now the total is about 180; he 

will provide us firm numbers for the human rights report. 

He indicated there was resistance to freeing many of these 
individuals and suggested that, while it would be techni- 
cally illegal (unconstitutional) , they would continue to 
be held through any temporary suspension of state of siege. 
He vaguely reconfirmed Reston's reiterated promise that 
all PEN prisoners would be out, charged, or put into trial 
status before the civilian takeover. 

-- Information for families of disappeared: He looked at 

the "La Prensa" clipping about this issue and noted that 
the lines in front of the Ministry of Interior's office 
have long since disappeared ( 1 ) . Since the final report 
was released in April , he said the Ministry has provided 
what information it has on individual 'cases at the rate of 
two-three per day; hence the tailing off of the lines of 
petitioners. He promised us figures to update the 1982 
report. 

-- The Future: The next 60-90 days are going to be very 

dangerous; that is, until October 30 he's not worried. 

After that he fears the parties, which. will in a sense be 
in control of the country, will let the internal security 
situation slip. He's not worried about general strikes, 
etc., but rather that the troublemaking left will surface, 
probably within the shelter of the parties (read Peronist 
left-right fringes). The stage would then be set, as it 
was in 1973, for a serious upsurge of political violence. 

Dr. Lazcano gave a reassuring picture of Argentine society, 
politely expressed interest in Washington's view of the 


improved human rights situation here. He seemed exasperated, 
but in a sense resigned, to the commotion caused by the 
Alvarez disappearance in Salta two weeks before. He said 
his Ministry was making every reasonable effort to locate 
the man, so far without success. Alvarez had a long history 
of politically subversive activity as a member of ERP (the 
Revolutionary Army of the People), according to Lazcano, 
having been imprisoned in the late sixties (amnestied in 
1973) and again after the 1976 coup (he was again released 
in 1980). Dr. Lazcano also said Alvarez has a history of 
mental disturbance ("amnesia"). 

(Coincidentally as we were leaving the Casa Rosada, a march 
of a couple thousand was moving on the palace to demon- 
strate for the reappearance alive of Alvarez. Made up of 
mostly younger people, the Mothers were represented along 
with contingents from most of the parties and the univer- 
sities. ) 

Seventeen University of Belgrano professors and graduate, 
students on September 30 at the University: 

After Mr. Thyden explained the Reagan Administration's 
human rights policy, the following points were made by 
members of the audience either as statements or in 
questions: 

-- "Although I agree with the general principles of human 
rights that you outlined, I hat'e a problem with a state 
trying to apply those general principles in foreign 
policy. The application results in inconsistencies and 
mistakes . 

-- "U.S. human rights policies, as they have been applied, 
have been seen by many Argentines to be arbitrary, inter- 
ventionist, opportunistic, and ineffective. Moreover, they 
have not helped to improve Argentine-Amer ican relations 
despite good intentions. 

-- "Patt Derian came here, arrogantly and harshly presented 
to the GOA a list of 7,000 people who had allegedly dis- 
appeared in Argentina, and demanded to know what had hap- 
pened to those people. Then a Democratic Congressman 
whom I do not wish to name, a member of Miss Dorian's dele- 
gation, asked for a private meeting with the Undersecretary 
for Foreign Relations and said that of the 7,000 the dele- 
gation was really interested in ten - and that Jacobo 
Timerman was number one. That kind of opportunistic policy 
is typical of U.S. policy vis-a-vis Argentina and, I 
believe, all of Latin America. 
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-- "I have no objection to the U.S. interest in Timerman, 
but I believe that the U.S. should have pushed just as 
hard for the other 6,999 on Miss Derian's list. 

-- "The U.S. never understood that Timerman had p-roblems 
with the GOA not because he was Jewish but because he 
allegedly had links to terrorists. The Jewish influence 
in the foreign policy of the U.S. sometimes results in 
such mistakes.” 


American Rabbi, Marshall Meyer (who has been living in 
Argentina for. .'74 years) in his home on September 50: 

-- There has been an increase in anti-Semitism in 1983, 
expressed by graffiti, swastikas, threatening calls, and 
literature . 

--.He believes the increase is the result of a planned, 
coordinated campaign by the intelligence services of the 
armed forces, who want to leave Argentina a mess for the. 
incoming civilian government so that the military will be 
called on to return to power in the future. 

-- He believes that the anti-Semitism will continue to 
increase. 

-- He thinks that most Argentines would prefer not to 
have the war against subversion investigated. 


Dr. Sion Cohen-Imach 

President of the Delegation of I srael i-Argentine 
Associations (DAIA) 

In his office on September 30: 

-- There has been an increase in anti-Semitism in 1983, 
but no bombings, no violence directed against individuals, 
and no one has been killed or harmed. 

-- He does not believe that any of the anti-Semitism is 
GOA inspired. When asked about the armed forces' intel- 
ligence services, he said that his organisation had no 
indications that those serivces were behind such activity. 
He believes the anti-Semitism is the work of extreme 
right-wing, ultra-nationalistic groups (which he did not 
name) . 

-- He thinks that some anti-Semitism will continue under 
a civilian government, but did not wish to predict an 


III 


increase or a decrease. 

-- Concerning the alleged ex-Nazi Walter Kutschmann 
(alias Pedro Ricardo Olmo) who was discovered to be 
living in Argentina earlier'this year, the DAIA’s" 
sources indicate that he has probably left Argentina, 
possibly with the help of unknown persons. 
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